
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another week full of wonderful learning and experiences. A huge well done to our Year 5 children for their creativity and 

innovation during the 8 Billion Ideas project, and thank you to our EYFS parents who joined us for phonics this week.

In the newsletter this week, please take a moment to read the guidance about illness, absence and when to keep your children at home. Our 

attendance has recently dipped below the national average and we need to continue working together to improve this. Regular attendance 

is important not only for children's learning but also for their mental wellbeing and sense of belonging. Being in school helps children build 

friendships, establish routines and feel part of our community. The guidance included will help you make informed decisions about when 

your child should be in school and when they need to stay at home.

You will also find information about our upcoming parent support workshops. These free sessions cover a range of topics, including 

emotional wellbeing, healthy lifestyles, online safety, friendships and positive communication. We would really encourage families to take 

advantage of these opportunities.

We have also shared information about Christmas holiday clubs and activities, including free provision for eligible families.

I am delighted to confirm that our annual Christmas pantomime will be going ahead this year. This has only been possible thanks to the 

additional support and generous contribution from our wonderful BPA Bees, alongside donations from families. We are incredibly grateful. 

However, we will be reviewing both the timing of the contribution request and whether we are able to continue offering the pantomime in 

2027.

Finally, we are continuing to develop our OPAL playtimes and would really appreciate your support with donations. There is a list of items we 

are looking for in this week's newsletter. If you have anything suitable at home, please bring it into school next week via your child's class 

teacher. These donations will make a real difference to the children's play experiences.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Have a lovely weekend.

Ms Ley

Key dates for your diary:
November 2026 
WB Monday 16th Y6 Bikeability (Week 1)
Monday 16th Odd socks day 
Tues 17th SLT Parent coffee 3.20-3.50pm
Wed 18th Year 3 Village Walk
Wed 18th  Multi Skills KS1 1.30 - 3pm
Friday 20th November Y5 Little Life Savers
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EYFS Phonics
Thank you to our EYFS parents and carers for joining us in school on Monday. It was lovely to see so 
many of you in school, taking part in a phonics lesson alongside your children. We hope the session gave 
you a better understanding of how we teach phonics and what a typical phonics lesson looks like in the 
classroom.

We hope this will also help you to feel more confident when supporting your child with reading at 

home, reinforcing the sounds they are learning and helping them to practise blending words. Regular 

opportunities to read together, celebrate their progress and enjoy books are so important in 

developing a love of reading from an early age.

Thank you again for taking the time to come 

into school and for your continued support. 

It was wonderful to share a little part of 

your children's learning with you!

Pantomime Update
We are delighted to confirm that our annual Christmas pantomime will be going ahead this 
year!

However, securing this year's visit has presented some significant challenges due to the 

lower-than-anticipated number of voluntary contributions received from families. We fully 

appreciate that November can be an expensive time of year as families begin preparing for 

Christmas, and we are grateful to everyone who has supported the visit.

Thanks to some additional donations from parents and a further generous contribution from 

our BPA Bees, we have now been able to confirm that the pantomime will go ahead as planned. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has helped make this possible.

Looking ahead, we will be reviewing the timing of when we launch the pantomime contribution 

next year, recognising the financial pressures families may face at this time of year. We will also 

take some time to consider whether the annual pantomime visit is something we are able to 

continue offering at BPA in future years.

For now, we are looking forward to giving the children the opportunity to enjoy this special 

Christmas experience. Thank you again for your support and to our wonderful BPA Bees for 

helping to make it happen!



Year 5 - 8 Billion Ideas
At the end of September, Year 5 began an exciting project linked to the Billingshurst Lions. This 

was a UK-wide project that challenged children to identify a problem and develop an innovative 

solution. 

The children were tasked with designing inventions to solve real-life problems, such as glasses to 

support children with dyslexia and a robot to help with mobility. They used teamwork, 

collaborative thinking and recycled materials to bring their creative ideas to life.

The project also had a strong focus on oracy, with each child preparing and delivering a speech to 

present their invention.

The judges were blown away by the creativity, confidence and enthusiasm demonstrated by the 

Year 5 children. The school was incredibly proud of everything they achieved. A huge well done to 

everyone involved!

A massive thank you also went to all the parents who emptied their recycling bins to provide the 

children with materials for their creations. Their support was greatly appreciated!









Family Magazine
Please click the magazine to 
the left to open a digital 
version of the West Sussex 
Family Grapevine magazine. 

Have a read to find 
information on upcoming 
local events, Places to Go 
with your children, 
competitions and local clubs 
& societies. 



www.facebook.com/BillingshurstPrimary
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