
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a wonderful first week back, with lots of exciting learning taking place across the school. It has been lovely to see the 
children return refreshed and ready for another busy half term, embracing new topics, challenges and opportunities to learn.

We are delighted to welcome some new faces to our team this week. A very warm welcome to Mrs Ward, who joins our Year 4 team, 
Ms Sowerby, who joins Year 3, and Miss Mabey, who joins us as a Learning Support Assistant in Year 6. We were also delighted to 
welcome Miss Hopgood, who will be joining our Year 2 team after Christmas. We hope they all enjoy becoming part of our BPA 
family! It was also lovely to welcome Mrs Hatrick back into school as a volunteer this week. She spent time working alongside 
children from across the school, helping with some winter gardening jobs. 

We hope those of you on the school run this morning enjoyed a lovely Friday morning treat and coffee 
from Stork Coffee. It was fantastic to welcome them to school and we would love to hear your 
feedback as we explore the possibility of making this a regular Friday treat for our school community.

One of the highlights of the week has undoubtedly been the completion of our fantastic new mural in the entrance and library area. 
A huge thank you to Marc Craig for the incredible time, creativity and effort he has put into transforming this space. The children 
have loved watching the mural take shape, and the finished artwork, celebrating our very own Moss Carder Bumblebee, is truly 
spectacular. We are so grateful to Marc for choosing Billingshurst Primary Academy to showcase his wonderful skills and leave us with 
something so special. Do explore his other works online https://thearkofextinction.com/

A few quick reminders for the week ahead: please take a moment to look through the uniform reminder included in this newsletter 
to ensure children are wearing the correct school and PE uniform. Today is also the final day to make payment for the KS2 pantomime 
trip, so please ensure this is completed if you would like your child to attend.

As always, thank you for your continued support. It has been a fantastic start to the half term, and I look forward to seeing all the 
wonderful learning and achievements that the coming weeks will bring.

Have a great weekend,

Ms Ley

With very best wishes,
Ms Ley

Key dates for your diary:
November 2026 
Mon 9th EYFS - Join us for a phonics lesson - 9:00am
Tues 10th Flu Vaccinations
Wed 11th Remembrance Silence - Whole School
Thurs 12th EYFS Open Morning (2027 intake) - 10:00am 
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Thank you Marc!
A huge thank you to artist, Marc Craig, who has 
transformed our entrance/library area this week with a 
very special mural. Our very own Moss Carder Bumblebee 
is a now complete and the children have loved watching 
Marc at work throughout the week! 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61594011421823


Year 4 - Mayan Adventure
Year 4 had an exciting start to their Ancient Maya topic this week, finding themselves locked inside Chichén Itzá! To 
escape, they had to complete three challenging missions and crack the code.

🗿 First, they explored the culture and way of life of the ancient Maya, answering a quiz to unlock the first part 

of the code. 🔢 Next, they discovered the Mayan number system, which was based on twenties. They used their 

mathematical skills to represent their ages in Mayan numbers and solve a number challenge. 🎭 Finally, they 

explored the significance of Mayan masks, learning how they were used in celebrations, funerals and royal 

ceremonies, before creating their own fantastic masks using egg boxes. Having collected all three parts of the 

code, Year 4 successfully escaped! Their reward was some delicious edible Mayan gold – chocolate! 🍫
A fantastic week of learning, teamwork and problem-solving! 🌟

Year 2 - Woodland walk
Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic walk to Daux Wood this week as part of their Science topic, exploring 
woodland habitats and discovering the fascinating minibeasts living within them. The children 
investigated a variety of microhabitats, including log piles, leaf piles and fallen trees, carefully 
searching for the tiny creatures that called them home. Using their excellent observation skills, 
they studied the minibeasts they discovered and produced detailed observational drawings. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to get hands-on with nature and a fantastic way to bring their 
Science topic to a close! 🌿🔍
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